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Bediuzzaman Said Nursi and His Kalam Approach in the
Period of the New Knowledge of Kalam

Muhlis Korpe

Abstract

There are a large number of epistles of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi about the issues of
Kalam. In his epistles, Bediuzzaman includes the kalam matters of mutagaddimin
and mutaakhirin and also discusses the issues of new knowledge of kalam. From
this aspect, as a kalam scholar addressing our age, Said Nursi takes his place in
history of kalam. By identifying the inefficacy of kalam of mutaakhirin in meeting
the needs of the age, Said Nursi expressed early the need for new knowledge of
kalam. For this reason, he studied positive sciences and compiled more than a
hundred epistles about the issues of kalam. In his epistles, Bediuzzaman who
evaluates the themes of the faith (itikad) within the principles of kalam, criticizes
the approaches of the philosophical movements of the time such as materialism and
positivism toward Islamic doctrines with rational evidences. This study focuses on
Said Nursi’s approaches toward kalam thought and his being kalam scholar. In this
respect, epistles of Bediuzzaman is analyzed and reviewed contextually.

Keywords: Said Nursi, New Kalam Knowledge, Mutagaddimin, Mutaakhirin,
Philosophical Movements
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