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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to describe and classify the expressions of child education in
Risale-i Nur and the mother's prominence in this process. In the study, case study method was
used in qualitative research methods. The research data were obtained by using the document
review method. In this direction, firstly, the sections related to child education were scanned
in the books of Risale-i Nur. The books were searched in their digital formats using the
keywords “child, mother and child education”. Then, in the related sections, Bediuzzaman Said
Nursi's expressions on child education and mother's prominence were determined. Finally,
these expressions are categorized and interpreted under themes. The data were analysed by
descriptive analysis method. According to the findings, 3 themes related to child education
emerged. These themes are; mother, child education and parental influence on the child.
According to research results, the first and most effective teacher of children is their mothers.
For this reason, mothers play an important role in child education. Parents should begin their
children's education when their children are young and pay attention to critical periods in
development. Parents should be a good role model for their children with all their experiences.
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Child Education and Prominence of Mother on Child Education in Risale-i Nur
1. INTRODUCTION

The babyhood which takes place between 0-2 ages is a period when the mental, physical
and emotional development of a child takes the fastest course. Unable to develop skills, a child
in this period feels to be dependent on its mother. This direct relationship defined as
“attachment” and created by the child towards its guardian establishes the foundation of
mother-child relationship and both important and efficient in a child’s development (Tuzun
and Sayar, 2006). Similarly, since pre-school period is a basic step and a critical period that
affects the later development periods of life, it is pointed out by many psychological
approaches that a child’s happiness or unhappiness in future substantially originates from the
educational and developmental characteristics in this earlier period (Oruc, 2010).

In such period, parents play a key role on the emotional development of a child.
Especially, a mother’s traits substantially affect the child’s attachment to its mother. Many
parents desire to establish a sincere and an intimate relationship with their children. However,
this relationship takes form based on their characters and behaviours (Ongider, 2013). Parents’
joint and reasonable decisions they give for the children’s education and their behaviours to
support this increase the self- and parental confidence of a child. It helps a child to recognize
its limits of power. In this sense, a child matures in a family environment where compassion,
understanding and confidence pervade and creates an identity in that direction (Guven et al.,
2014). If we look back to our history which begot many heroes such as Alp Arslan, Ertugrul
Gazi, Osman Gazi, Mehmed Il and Yavuz Sultan Selim, we can realize that the glaring child
education of our ancestors drew the attention of many Western observers at that time. All these
personages are the fruits of the family lives of Ottoman culture. As a matter of fact, we cannot
separate child’s education from a culture just as we cannot separate it from family. A child is
shaped in the frame of tradition, culture and value judgments of the country it grows up in
(Gunes, 2017). Therefore, it is a fact that we can face with educational problems even during
the first stage of life if we assume that a child adopts the value judgments of the society it lives
in and that this child continues its life in such manner. The basic purpose here is to create good
people-good society. This, in its turn, is only possible with an education of desirable moral
values (Oruc, 2010). In this context, this study analyses the children’s education perspective
of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, one of the leading Islamic scholars, thinkers and interpreters of
the century in Islamic philosophy. In other words, children’s education are analysed from the
point of view of Risale-i Nur and are aimed to define in depth through the perspective of
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi. For this purpose, case study was used among the qualitative research
methods. The data collected by document research method were analysed by descriptive
analysis method.
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW

In accordance with the data gathered from 100 mothers who participated in Mother-Child
Education Program from five countries, the mothers stated that they are willing both to ensure
a good upbringing for their children and to be a good mother, and that they are open and
determined to change for this purpose. It has been found that this change of mothers and their
acquiring new information also affect mother-child relationship (Bekman and Kocak, 2011a;
2011b). These results demonstrate globally how much mothers are self-sacrificing and tender-
hearted. The sense of affection in the nature of mothers and a child’s vulnerability and need
for a mother lead to the formation of an invisible link between mother and child. This natural
and instinctive condition was first put forth by John Bowlby with “Attachment” theory.
According to this theory, the recommended emotional attachment type among three types in
total is secure attachment. In such attachment type, the confidence of a child towards its mother
develops firmly and the child sees its mother as a safe harbour. A child attached to its mother
with safe attachment acquires a firm personality and establishes healthy social relations while
other types of attachment, avoidant and anxious attachments, can cause a child to perform anti-
social behaviours (such as timidity and bashfulness) as well as anxious and diffident
behaviours in its later life. There are important responsibilities for mothers at this point
(Tongar, 2017). A research revealed that there is a significant and positive relation between
mothers’ perception of self-efficacy and the social-self care skills and social-emotional
developments of children pertaining to 1-3 age groups (Buyuktaskapu, 2012). Such result
demonstrates that even a mother’s perception that she is self-efficacious has influences on the
development of a child.

There are two basic reasons for why children are inclined to learning. The first reason is
the excitement towards learning, and this dimension contains interest, pleasure and motivation.
The other dimension is attachment to learning, and in such dimension there are attention,
continuity, flexibility and self-regulation. Therefore, it is a child’s emotions which motivates
for positive learning behaviours. In other words, it is the senses such as interest, curiosity and
pleasure (Hyson, 2008). It is in mothers’ power to render education interesting and pleasurable
for children. For this reason, a mother who wants her child to acquire a value or a behaviour
should teach it availing of methods like games or stories (Tongar, 2017).

Dereli Iman (2014) found out in her study where she used quasi-experimental method
that the children who attended to Values Education Program had significantly higher average
scores in terms of psycho-social development, social skills and social problem-solving skills
compared to the children who did not attend to such program. This conclusion asserts that
children should have values education at young ages. As Oruc (2010) emphasized, moral
values education, in particular, from among others should be provided to children while they
are in their childhoods. In such direction, Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (r.a.) stated that not only
science education but also religious and moral values education should be given to children,
and while giving education, one should instruct children in children’s language and by a
manner appropriate for their level.
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3. METHOD
3.1. Research Design

The research design is case study among the qualitative research methods. Case study
method ensures that a certain aspect of a case or topic subject to research is analysed in depth.
It requires investigation as a whole for that case or topic. It also provides enriching and
explanatory information about the subject and is based on extensive comprehension. In this
method, the basic questions of a research consist of “What?, How? And Why?”” (Metin, 2016).
In our research, we laid emphasis on the particular importance and parental influence on child
education. In this respect, how child education was described in “Risale-1 Nur”, the book series
written by Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (r.a.)? Why mothers play the most crucial role in child
education? What are the effects of parents on child education? And finally, how the data and
the expressions collected by document analysing method as a response to such questions are
classified and interpreted pedagogically? Explanatory case study was used among other case
study methods since we intended to depict in detail child education from the point of view of
Risale-i Nur and to produce explanatory information about the subject.

The research data were obtained by document analysis. Written and visual materials
about research issues can also be included in researches as well as interview and observation
techniques in order to improve the validity of a research or where direct observation and
interview are not possible. Document analysis alone can be used as a research technique or can
be used as an additional source of information in support of other qualitative methods (Yildirim
and Simsek, 2016). The greatest advantage of document analysis is that researchers do not
incur problems due to the intercourse for other qualitative data collection methods such as
observation and interview since they do not interact with other people while gathering data
(Metin, 2016).

3.2. Data Analysis

The data obtained for the research were analysed by descriptive analysis method. The
basic purpose of descriptive analysis is to provide the acquired results to the reader in a
summarized and interpreted way (Yildirim and Simsek, 2016). The expressions about child
education and mothers in the scanned chapters of the documents were taken as they were.
Subsequent to this, the quoted expressions were interpreted and were classified under 3
subjects. These subjects are 1) Mother, 2) Child Education, and 3) Parental Influence on
Children.

4. RESULTS

The comments of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi on child education are mostly clustered in
“A Guide for Women”. This book contains both religious and earthly advices to mothers on
child education and family life. According to the results obtained, it is discovered that Said
Nursi (2010) claims “The very first master and the influential teacher of human is its mother”
(A Guide for Women, p. 3-4). He remarks in this phrase that mothers play an important on
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child education and the first teacher is mother for a child. Besides, the following words by Said
Nursi (2010) also stresses that a child’s education received from its mother during childhood
is influential in its later life:

“Even though | was lectured by eighty-thousand personages in my eighty year life, |
swear that the most fundamental and unshakable and almost repetitive lectures | was
given were the inspirations and spiritual lessons by my deceased mother; such that,
these lessons were planted in my physical person as if seeds. | can comprehend that the
other lectures are structured on those seeds. To wit, now | observe that the lessons and
inspirations of my deceased mother to my nature and soul are the core seeds among the
great verities | have beheld in my this eighty years of life.” (A Guide for Women, p. 3).

In another expression of his, Said Nursi (2010) asserts that mothers seethe with a sense
of unrequited compassion towards their children as of the latter’s birth and that this sense of
compassion exists even in animals by nature. He proves this claim with a simple example:

“Yea, a hen, which bears an example of this compassion, and her assault on a lion and
her sacrificing her soul prove that women abnegate their souls without expecting any
price and reward for their heroic performance and without having no means of personal
benefit and vanity.” (A Guide for Women, p. 5).

It is deduced from such expressions that attention is drawn to the existence of mutual
link between a child and its mother based on compassion. In fact, many authors, researchers
and, in particular, pedagogues have conducted researches and written books on this process
called “attachment” (Bekman and Kocak, 2011a; 2011b; Kucuk, Gozlukgiller and Tongar,
2016; Tongar, 2017). On the other hand, Said Nursi (2010) draws attention with his
following sentences where he remarks that such senses of compassion and self-sacrifice
should be executed properly:

“That compassionate mother takes into account all self-sacrifices in order that her child
does not face any menace in the earthly life and that her child avails of all benefits and
advantages, and upbrings her child in this manner. She cannot think that such child is
in danger. She gives all her possessions saying “Let my son be the magister!” She takes
him from Islamic swot school and sends to Europe. Unfortunately, she cannot think
that the eternal life of this child is in danger. She struggles to protect the child from this
earthly prison but never considers his confinement to the prison of Hell.” (A Guide for
Women, p. 2-3).

In the following words, Said Nursi (2010) claims that religious and moral education
should also be given to children as well as earthly education, and that children will be alien to
the virtues, values or behaviours which they do not observe in their parents and will face
hardships to accept them:

“Because if a child does not receive a stout religious lecture during childhood, such
child may adopt in his soul the Islam and faith rules in a very mighty and inconvenient
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way. It will be as hard as a non-Muslim’s conversion to Islam, and such person will be
alien to its purpose. In particular, if such person cannot behold its parents as religious
people and if grows up only under earthly sciences, then more alienated such person
will be.” (A Guide for Women, p. 110).

Children do what their parents do rather than doing what they say. They are inclined to
observe and imitate (Tongar, 2017 and Gunes, 2017). Accordingly, Said Nursi (2010) puts
forth that “Behaviour language speaks stronger than the language of words” (The Rays, p. 2),
claims that behaviour language is more efficient than simple talk, and emphasizes that the
actions and behaviours of parents who are role models to their children become effective to a
great extent on child education. In one of his statements, Said Nursi (2010) also draws attention
to the manner of speaking with children. He recommends that the words uttered should be in
a way that they can understand or should be spoken in their language:

“Yea, if a high person speaks in children’s language while speaking to a child, that
person flatters the mind of that child. Children’s comprehension creates friendship
through the words as uttered by children. And they listen to and comprehend the words
said in a way that they can understand. Otherwise, there cannot be an exchange of
information between a person and a child.” (Signs of Miraculousness, p. 211).

In another of his speech, Said Nursi (2010) specifies that children weak- and kind-
spirited, and that if a good afterlife faith and heaven concept are taught, they can find solace
and continue their lives in joy in moments of crisis such as death which would otherwise offend
their vulnerable psychology:

“Constituting almost half of the human species, children can endure terrifying and tragic

deaths only if they acquired the concept of heaven. Only such can help them find spiritual
power in their weak and vulnerable persons. And through such heaven they can live in
bliss and find hope in their resistless manners of their souls which cry before everything
else. To wit, a child says with the idea of heaven: “My little brother or friend is dead. He
is a bird in heaven now. He strolls in heaven now and lives better than we do.” Otherwise,
the deaths of their peers and grown-ups around them and the observations of the helpless
children before such a scene would such perturb and reduce them to tears in their eyes
together with their souls, hearts, minds and all other blessings that they would either
perish or be a mad and unfortunate animal.” (The Staff of Moses, p. 189).

He thus points out to the health of child psychology and emphasizes that achieving this
is only possible through a good education on faith of afterlife. He states that children take
solace in the idea of heaven and can only cure themselves thus of the wounds in their weak
traits and psychologies due to death, accident, natural disaster etc. crises.
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5. CONCLUSION

According to the results obtained, it was found out that four books written by
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (r.a.), among the other books of Risale-i Nur, directly mentioned to
child education and prominence of mothers. These books are; The Staff of Moses, Signs of
Miraculousness, The Rays, and A Guide for Women. “Child, mother, and child education” key
words were utilized and the digital formats of these originally Ottoman Turkish works were
scanned. The gathered phrases were classified and interpreted under three subjects:

(Mother): Mother is the first and the most efficient instructor and teacher of a child. The
first educational environment is family and the first teacher is mother while at young ages. The
education given by a mother affects the whole life of a child. Child is attached by a natural
bond to its mother who affords all its needs and gives confidence as soon as her child is born.
The origin of this strong mutual relationship called attachment is child’s neediness before its
mother and its want for her confidence, attention and compassion both materially and
spiritually, and also is a strong compassion which mothers bear towards their children by
nature. However, mothers should use this sense of compassion for their children in a proper
manner. They should attempt to provide not only a scientific education but also a spiritual,
religious and moral education.

(Child Education): Child education should start at young ages. “As the twig is bent, so
grows the tree” clearly defines this matter. There are certain critical periods in a person’s
development. If the education that should be given during these periods is not provided, the
child takes this education with difficulty at a later time or fails to have it. Besides, one should
speak in children’s language while talking with children. The education given to children and
even a single word should be appropriate for the level of children. Alternatively, such
education or words can be reduced to their level. Humans are not only a piece carcass. Another
side of humans to feed is their souls. In this context, necessary education cannot be limited to
scientific or physical education. A well-established religious and moral education is also
required for the continuation and the development of children’s spiritual and psychological
health. It should not be forgotten that a good society is built by good individuals. Good
individuals can only be nurtured by ensuring a good family education for the children.

(Parental Influence on Children): The influence of parents on children cannot be denied
because it is a child’s parents who are always near their children as of the birth of the latter.
There are great responsibilities for parents at this point. While still young, children are inclined
to imitate who they see and what they observe. They behold the behaviours and lives of their
parents and hold them up as an example for themselves. For this reason, it will be more
efficient for parents to present something in their behaviours or lives instead of verbally
advising or speaking. Therefore, parents should set a good example and a good role model for
their children with all aspects of their lives.
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