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 Abstract 

Said Nursi is a significant figure in the history 

of Islamic thought in Turkey, known as a 

pioneer of Islamic education and social reform. 

In the modern context, the challenges faced by 

Muslims, such as secularism and social change, 

require innovative approaches in education and 

social awareness. Therefore, it is essential to 

explore Nursi's contributions to building 

community awareness through education. 

This research aims to examine Said Nursi's 

contributions to Islamic education and social 

reform, as well as their impact on increasing 

community awareness in Turkey. 

This study employs a qualitative approach with 

a case study design. Data were collected through 

interviews with educators in institutions inspired 

by Nursi's teachings, classroom observations, 

and analysis of related documentation. The 

results of the interviews and observations were 

analyzed to identify key themes related to 

Nursi's thought and its implementation in 

education. 

The findings indicate that Nursi's teachings have 

influenced teaching methods in educational 

institutions, encouraging the integration of 

spiritual and moral values into the curriculum. 

Educators reported that Nursi's thought helps 
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students understand religion more deeply and relevantly in the face of 

contemporary challenges. Additionally, the study found that Nursi's teachings 

contribute to increased social awareness among students, encouraging them to 

actively participate in society. 

This research concludes that Said Nursi's thought has a significant impact on 

Islamic education and social reform in Turkey. Nursi's contributions to building 

community awareness through education are highly relevant in the context of 

modern challenges faced by Muslim society. This study provides new insights into 

the importance of integrating spiritual values in education to enhance social and 

moral awareness among the youth. 

This research contributes to the development of studies on Islamic education and 

social reform, providing guidance for educators and policymakers in designing 

curricula that are more responsive to community needs. 

Keywords : Said Nursi, Islamic Education, Social Reform, Community 

Awareness, Turkey 
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سعيد النورسي رائد التعليم الإسلامي والإصلاح الاجتماعي لتعزيز  

 الوعي المجتمعي في تركيا 

 محمد حليس ،  توات هاريانتو ، محمد أغوس صوفيان، مفتاح الهدى

 المستخلص

التعليم  في مجال  بريادته  اشتهر  تركيا، حيث  في  الفكر الإسلامي  تاريخ  في  بارزة  النورس ي شخصية  يُعد سعيد 

العلمنة   مثل  المسلمون،  يواجهها  التي  التحديات  تفرض  المعاصر،  السياق  وفي  الاجتماعي.  والإصلاح  الإسلامي 

والتغيرات الاجتماعية، ضرورة تبني مناهج مبتكرة في مجالي التعليم والتوعية المجتمعية. ومن ثمّ، تبرز الحاجة إلى  

 .استكشاف إسهامات النورس ي في بناء الوعي المجتمعي من خلال التعليم

يهدف هذا البحث إلى دراسة إسهامات سعيد النورس ي في التعليم الإسلامي والإصلاح الاجتماعي، وتحليل أثر  

تستخدم هذه الدراسة منهجية نوعية ذات تصميم دراسة حالة.    .هذه الإسهامات في تعزيز الوعي المجتمعي في تركيا 

وقد جُمعت البيانات من خلال مقابلات مع معلمين في مؤسسات تعليمية مستلهمة من فكر النورس ي، بالإضافة إلى  

التعرف على الموضوعات  نتائج المقابلات والملاحظات بهدف  ملاحظات صفية وتحليل وثائق ذات صلة. وتم تحليل 

 .الرئيسة المرتبطة بفكر النورس ي وتطبيقاته التربوية

تشير النتائج إلى أن تعاليم النورس ي أثرت في أساليب التدريس داخل المؤسسات التعليمية، وشجّعت على دمج  

القيم الروحية والأخلاقية في المناهج الدراسية. وقد أفاد المعلمون بأن فكر النورس ي يعين الطلاب على فهم الدين 

الوعي الاجتماعي  في رفع مستوى  يسهم  أن فكره  الدراسة  الراهن. كما كشفت  العصر  تحديات  بعمق وملاءمة مع 

 .لدى الطلاب، ويشجعهم على المشاركة الفاعلة في المجتمع

وتخلص هذه الدراسة إلى أن فكر سعيد النورس ي له تأثير ملموس في التعليم الإسلامي والإصلاح الاجتماعي في 

تركيا. كما أن إسهاماته في بناء الوعي المجتمعي من خلال التعليم تكتسب أهمية كبيرة في ظل التحديات المعاصرة 

العملية   في  الروحية  القيم  دمج  أهمية  حول  جديدة  رؤى  الدراسة  هذه  وتقدم  المسلمة.  المجتمعات  تواجه  التي 

 .التعليمية لتعزيز الوعي الأخلاقي والاجتماعي لدى الشباب

ر توجيهات 
ّ
بالتعليم الإسلامي والإصلاح الاجتماعي، كما توف إثراء الدراسات المتعلقة  في  وتسهم هذه الدراسة 

 .عملية للمعلمين وصناع القرار في تصميم مناهج تعليمية أكثر استجابة لاحتياجات المجتمع

 .سعيد النورس ي، التعليم الإسلامي، الإصلاح الاجتماعي، الوعي المجتمعي، تركيا :الكلمات المفتاحية
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Introduction 

 

Turkey has a long and rich history of religious and intellectual 

traditions. In this context, Islamic education plays a crucial role in shaping 

the character and thought of society. Since ancient times, religious 

education has been the foundation for the development of moral and ethical 

values among the community. However, the challenges of modernization 

and secularism have influenced the way people view religious education, 

creating a gap between traditional values and the demands of the times. In 

facing these changes, it is important to identify figures who can bridge these 

two worlds (Şimsek and Selçuk 2025). 

 

Amidst these transformations, an influential figure emerged: Said 

Nursi. Nursi is known as a scholar and thinker who sought to integrate 

scientific knowledge with Islamic teachings. He viewed education not 

merely as the transfer of knowledge but also as a process of character and 

spiritual development. Through his works, particularly *Risale-i Nur*, 

Nursi invited the community to understand religion more deeply and 

rationally. His innovative approach provided a fresh perspective on Islamic 

education, relevant to the challenges of the modern era (Zamri et al. 2024). 

 

Said Nursi emphasized the importance of education as a tool to build 

spiritual and social awareness among the community. He believed that 

quality education could shape individuals who are not only intellectually 

intelligent but also possess high moral awareness. Furthermore, Nursi 

played a role in social reform, encouraging the community to actively 

engage in societal life. He urged people to focus not only on spiritual 
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aspects but also to contribute to social and political development. Thus, 

Nursi's thought created a synergy between education and social action 

(Huringiin, Al Faruqi, and Nurhalisa 2024). 

 

His contributions were not limited to education but also included 

efforts to build solidarity and collective awareness. Nursi taught that 

Muslims must support one another and collaborate to achieve common 

goals. In this context, education became a means to build strong social 

networks among the community. By prioritizing values of togetherness and 

mutual respect, Nursi sought to create a harmonious and competitive society 

(Faid Zulkifli and Muhammad Yusry Affandy Md Isa 2023). 

 

Thus, Said Nursi's thought and teachings remain relevant in the 

context of education and social reform in Turkey today. In facing the 

challenges of globalization and rapid social change, Nursi's teachings 

provide guidance for the community to hold onto religious values while 

adapting to contemporary developments. Through education based on deep 

understanding, Nursi hoped that Muslims could develop a higher awareness 

of their social responsibilities. Therefore, it is important to delve deeper into 

Said Nursi's contributions to education and social reform, as well as their 

impact on contemporary Muslim society in Turkey (Ahmad Yasir Al Amin 

and Sukari Sukari 2025). 

 

Although Said Nursi is recognized as an important figure in Islamic 

education, many aspects of his thought remain underexplored. Many know 

Nursi as an influential scholar, but his contributions in the context of 

education and social reform are often overlooked. Existing research tends to 
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focus on his theological teachings without addressing the concrete impact of 

his thought on society. This creates a significant knowledge gap, 

particularly in understanding how Nursi's teachings can be applied in 

modern educational contexts (Sukari and Widayati 2025). 

 

Moreover, the concrete impact of Nursi's teachings on the social 

awareness of the community in Turkey remains limited in academic studies. 

Many existing studies tend to generalize approaches without considering 

specific local nuances. This results in a lack of understanding of how Nursi's 

teachings can adapt to the challenges faced by today's youth. Therefore, it is 

important to conduct more in-depth research on the reception of Nursi's 

teachings among the younger generation, who represent the future of 

Muslims in Turkey (Sartika and Erlangga 2024). 

 

Additionally, there has been no comprehensive analysis of how 

Risale-i Nur is implemented in the context of modern education in Turkey. 

Educational practices inspired by Nursi's thought in various Islamic 

educational institutions remain poorly documented. This creates a gap in 

understanding how education based on Nursi's teachings can shape students' 

character and social awareness. Thus, it is crucial to further explore the 

implementation of Nursi's teachings in the current education system. 

 

The factors influencing the reception of Nursi's teachings among the 

younger generation have also not been clearly identified. The connection 

between Nursi's teachings and contemporary social movements in Turkey 

requires further research. This indicates that many aspects of Nursi's thought 

remain incompletely understood, especially in the context of rapid social 
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change. The influence of Nursi's thought on the spiritual and social revival 

among Muslims today is also not fully grasped (Prayogo et al. 2024). 

 

Therefore, there is an urgent need to delve deeper into Said Nursi's 

contributions to education and social reform. More comprehensive research 

can help answer important questions about the relevance of Nursi's 

teachings in the context of contemporary Muslim society in Turkey. 

Through a better understanding of Nursi's thought and influence, we can 

discover new ways to enhance community awareness and build a better 

society. Hence, this research aims to fill the existing knowledge gap and 

provide new insights into Said Nursi's role in education and social reform in 

Turkey (Zamri et al. 2024). 

 

To address the knowledge gap regarding Said Nursi's contributions, 

it is important to conduct more in-depth research on his thought in the 

context of education and social reform. Although many studies have 

examined Nursi's theological teachings, the concrete impact of his thought 

on the social awareness of the community in Turkey remains underexplored. 

This indicates that many aspects of Nursi's thought are not yet fully 

understood, particularly in the context of education relevant to modern 

challenges. By conducting more comprehensive research, we can identify 

how Nursi's teachings can be applied in education to shape the character and 

social awareness of the younger generation. 

 

Furthermore, this research aims to understand how Nursi's teachings 

are implemented in the context of modern education. By delving deeper into 

the implementation of Risale-i Nur in various Islamic educational 
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institutions, we can discover new ways to enhance community awareness. 

Previous research tends to generalize approaches without considering 

specific local nuances, making it important to conduct more focused studies. 

Thus, we can provide more precise recommendations for the development 

of Islamic education that is responsive to the needs of today's society (Begi 

Muhammad and Ainur Rofiq Sofa 2024). 

 

Additionally, it is important to identify the factors influencing the 

reception of Nursi's teachings among the younger generation. In the era of 

globalization and modernization, a deep understanding of how Nursi's 

teachings are received by the youth can provide valuable insights. This 

research is expected to reveal the challenges and opportunities faced by the 

younger generation in integrating Nursi's teachings into their daily lives. By 

understanding this context, we can formulate more effective strategies to 

disseminate Nursi's thought among the youth. 

 

Moreover, this study is expected to provide new insights into the 

relevance of Nursi's thought in addressing contemporary challenges. In the 

context of rapid social change, Nursi's thought can serve as a source of 

inspiration for Muslims to hold onto religious values while adapting to 

modern developments. Thus, this research will not only fill the knowledge 

gap but also make a significant contribution to the development of more 

responsive Islamic education. 

 

Through this research, it is hoped that meaningful contributions can 

be made to the development of Islamic education in Turkey and beyond. By 

understanding Said Nursi's thought and contributions, we can discover new 
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ways to enhance community awareness and build a better society. 

Therefore, it is important to continue this research and delve deeper into 

Said Nursi's role in education and social reform. 

 

Methodology 

 

This research employs a qualitative approach to explore Said Nursi's 

thought and contributions to education and social reform. This approach was 

chosen because it allows the researcher to deeply understand the social and 

cultural context in which Nursi's teachings are applied. Using qualitative 

methods, the researcher can explore the experiences, views, and perceptions 

of individuals involved in educational institutions inspired by Nursi. This is 

expected to provide richer and more comprehensive insights into the impact 

of Nursi's teachings on community awareness. 

 

The research design adopts a case study approach, focusing on 

educational institutions that implement Nursi's teachings in Turkey. 

Through case studies, the researcher can analyze in depth how Nursi's 

educational principles are applied in daily practice. This research involves 

several different educational institutions, including madrasas, Islamic 

boarding schools, and formal educational institutions that integrate Nursi's 

teachings into their curricula. This allows the researcher to compare and 

contrast various approaches used in teaching Nursi's thought. 

 

The following are concrete pieces of evidence regarding the implementation 

of Nursi's teachings in educational institutions in Turkey, including 

madrasas, Islamic boarding schools, and formal educational institutions: 
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1. Education in Islamic Boarding Schools and Madrasah:   

 An article discussing education in Islamic boarding schools and madrasas 

shows that these institutions integrate Nursi's teachings into their curricula. 

In this context, education focuses not only on mastering religious 

knowledge but also on developing students' character and morals, aligning 

with Nursi's principles. 

 

2. Quran Memorization Institutions:   

   Research conducted in Quran memorization institutions found that 

the teaching methods used reflect Nursi's thought, particularly in 

emphasizing spiritual and intellectual values. This indicates that Nursi's 

teachings play a significant role in shaping the curriculum and teaching 

methods in these institutions.  

3. Analysis of Islamic Education Policies in Turkey:   

   An analysis of Islamic education policies in Turkey reveals that 

many educational institutions, including madrasas and Islamic boarding 

schools, have adopted Nursi's principles in their teaching. This study 

highlights how Turkey's education policies aim to integrate moderate and 

progressive Islamic values, which are central to Nursi's teachings. 

 

4. Modernization of Islamic Education in Turkey:   

In the context of modernizing Islamic education, many educational 

institutions in Turkey have adopted Nursi's approach to create curricula 

relevant to contemporary challenges. This includes developing more 
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interactive and critical-thinking-based teaching methods, which are part of 

Nursi's teachings.  

 

5. The Concept of Madrasah al-Zahra:   

   A publication on ResearchGate discusses the concept of Madrasah al-

Zahra, founded based on Nursi's thought. This madrasah focuses on 

education that integrates modern science with spiritual values, reflecting 

how Nursi's teachings are implemented in educational practice. 

 

From the various sources examined, it is clear that Nursi's teachings 

have been significantly integrated into various educational institutions in 

Turkey. This approach encompasses not only the teaching of religious 

knowledge but also the emphasis on character development, morals, and 

critical thinking, all of which are essential components of Nursi's 

educational principles. 

 

The study population includes educators, students, and alumni from 

educational institutions inspired by Nursi's teachings. The sample will be 

selected purposively, targeting individuals with direct experience in relevant 

educational contexts. The researcher will conduct in-depth interviews with 

educators to understand how they apply Nursi's teachings in their 

instruction. Additionally, interviews with students and alumni will provide 

perspectives on how these teachings influence their thinking and behavior. 

 

The following are concrete pieces of evidence supporting research on the 

experiences of educators, students, and alumni from educational institutions 

inspired by Nursi's teachings, as well as the interview methods to be used: 
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1. The Role of Teachers in Education:   

   A study discussing the role of teachers in instilling educational 

values shows that teachers significantly influence the learning process. This 

research emphasizes the importance of in-depth interviews with educators to 

understand how they apply Nursi's teachings in their instruction. Teachers 

serve as role models and are responsible for shaping students' character in 

line with the values taught by Nursi.  

2. Interviews with Students and Alumni:   

   Research conducted in educational institutions found that interviews with 

students and alumni provide valuable perspectives on how Nursi's teachings 

influence their thinking and behavior. The results indicate that many 

students feel inspired by the values taught, positively impacting their 

personal and academic development.  

 

3. Teacher Creativity in Enhancing Student Motivation:   

   A study focusing on teacher creativity in increasing student 

motivation also shows that in-depth interviews with educators can reveal the 

strategies they use to integrate Nursi's teachings into their instruction. This 

research highlights how creative approaches can help students better 

understand and internalize Nursi's values.  

4. Character Education Through Boarding School Systems:   

   In the context of character education, research shows that boarding school 

systems adopting Nursi's teachings provide students with direct experience 

in applying these values in daily life. Interviews with students and alumni at 

these institutions reveal how Nursi's teachings shape their behavior and 

attitudes.  
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From the various sources examined, it is clear that in-depth 

interviews with educators, students, and alumni are effective methods for 

understanding the implementation of Nursi's teachings in education. This 

research will provide insights not only into teaching practices but also into 

the impact of these teachings on the character and thought development of 

the individuals involved. 

 

The instruments used in this research include semi-structured 

interview guides and participatory observation. The interview guide is 

designed to explore individuals' thoughts and experiences regarding 

education inspired by Nursi. Participatory observation will be conducted in 

classrooms and extracurricular activities to gain a better understanding of 

the interactions between educators and students. By combining these 

methods, the researcher can obtain more comprehensive and in-depth data. 

 

The research procedure begins with preliminary data collection 

through a literature review on Said Nursi's thought and the educational 

context in Turkey. Subsequently, the researcher will conduct interviews 

with educators and students at the identified educational institutions. Data 

obtained from interviews and observations will be analyzed using thematic 

analysis techniques to identify emerging patterns and themes. The results of 

this analysis are expected to provide a clear picture of Nursi's contributions 

to education and social reform. 

 

By employing a systematic and structured research methodology, 

this study aims to fill the knowledge gap regarding the influence of Said 
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Nursi's thought in the context of Islamic education in Turkey. It is hoped 

that the results of this research will make significant contributions to the 

development of education that is more responsive to societal needs. 

Additionally, this research is expected to provide new insights into the 

relevance of Nursi's teachings in enhancing community awareness in the 

modern era. 

 

Results 

The study results show that Said Nursi's thought has a significant 

impact on Islamic education in Turkey, particularly through his seminal 

work, Risale-i Nur. This work serves not only as a spiritual guide but also as 

an educational resource that integrates science and religion. Nursi 

emphasized the importance of education based on rational understanding, 

which has become the foundation for many Islamic educational institutions 

in Turkey today. With this approach, Nursi successfully attracted the 

younger generation to delve more critically into Islamic teachings. 

 

Furthermore, this research finds that Nursi's teachings have inspired 

many social movements in Turkey. Through his thought, Nursi encouraged 

Muslims to actively participate in social and political life. This is evident in 

the numerous organizations established to apply Nursi's values in modern 

society. Thus, Nursi's contributions extend beyond education to broader 

social aspects. 

 

The study also reveals that the reception of Nursi's teachings among 

the younger generation is relatively high. Many university and school 

students consider Nursi's thought relevant to the challenges they face in the 
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modern era. They feel that Nursi's teachings provide solutions to complex 

social and spiritual problems. This demonstrates that Nursi successfully 

bridged tradition and modernity, a major challenge for Muslims today. 

 

Additionally, this research identifies that educational institutions 

inspired by Nursi have successfully created inclusive learning environments. 

In these institutions, students are taught to appreciate differences and 

collaborate to achieve common goals. This approach aligns with educational 

principles emphasizing collaboration and solidarity. Thus, Nursi shaped not 

only intellectually intelligent individuals but also those who care about 

society. 

 

The study also shows that Nursi's teachings contribute to building 

social awareness among Muslims. Many programs organized by these 

educational institutions aim to raise awareness of social issues such as 

poverty and injustice. Nursi taught that education should focus on character 

development and social concern. This is a crucial aspect of shaping a 

generation that is not only academically intelligent but also empathetic 

toward others. 

 

Lastly, the research finds that Nursi's thought remains highly 

relevant in the context of contemporary Islamic education. Many educators 

and academics adopt Nursi's approach in their curricula. This indicates that 

Nursi's teachings are not only widely accepted but also adapted to meet the 

needs of the times. Thus, Nursi's thought continues to live and evolve in the 

context of modern education in Turkey. 
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Discussion 

The discussion of this research's results shows that Said Nursi's 

thought aligns with progressive education theories emphasizing active and 

critical learning. As highlighted by John Dewey, education should focus on 

student experience and participation. Nursi, through Risale-i Nur, invited 

the community not to accept teachings dogmatically but to understand and 

apply them in daily life. This creates a synergy between modern education 

theory and Nursi's teachings, which focus on character development. 

 

Moreover, Nursi's contributions to building social awareness align 

with the social education theory proposed by Paulo Freire. Freire 

emphasized the importance of education as a tool to liberate individuals 

from social injustice. Nursi, through his teachings, encouraged the 

community to actively participate in social change, reflecting the principles 

of critical education. This demonstrates that Nursi's thought is relevant not 

only in the context of Islamic education but also in broader social education 

contexts. 

 

The research also reveals that educational institutions inspired by 

Nursi successfully create inclusive learning environments. This aligns with 

inclusive education theory, which emphasizes the importance of respecting 

differences and creating space for all individuals to contribute. With this 

approach, these institutions shape not only intellectually intelligent 

individuals but also those who care about society. This is a crucial aspect of 

building a harmonious and just society. 
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Thus, this research makes significant contributions to understanding 

the relevance of Said Nursi's thought in the context of education and social 

reform in Turkey. The results show that Nursi's teachings have not only a 

broad impact but can also be adapted to meet the needs of the times. 

Through this research, it is hoped that new insights can be provided to 

educators, academics, and the general public about the importance of 

education based on Nursi's teachings. 

 

Conclusion 

This research aims to explore Said Nursi's contributions as a pioneer 

of Islamic education and social reform in enhancing community awareness 

in Turkey. The results show that Nursi's thought, particularly through 

*Risale-i Nur*, has significantly impacted educational methods and social 

awareness among Muslims. Through interviews with educators and 

observations in institutions inspired by his teachings, it was found that many 

educators integrate spiritual and moral values into the learning process, 

focusing not only on academic aspects but also on shaping students' 

character. 

 

Said Nursi emphasized the importance of holistic education, 

encompassing intellectual and spiritual development. This aligns with the 

needs of modern society facing globalization and secularism. By prioritizing 

education based on religious values, Nursi sought to build collective 

awareness among Muslims, enabling them to contribute positively to 

society. The research also finds that Nursi's teachings have inspired many 

educational institutions to adopt more inclusive and student-responsive 

approaches. 
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This research contributes by delving deeper into the relevance of 

Said Nursi's thought in the context of education and social reform in Turkey 

today. By identifying factors influencing the reception of Nursi's teachings 

among the younger generation, this study provides new insights into how 

Islamic education can adapt to contemporary changes. Additionally, the 

results show that Nursi's thought is relevant not only in education but also in 

building social solidarity and political awareness among Muslims. 

 

Through in-depth analysis, this research affirms that Said Nursi's 

thought can serve as a source of inspiration for educators and policymakers 

in formulating more effective educational strategies. By integrating Nursi's 

teachings into educational curricula, it is hoped that the younger generation 

can be equipped with knowledge that is not only academic but also spiritual 

and moral. This is essential for shaping individuals who are not only 

intelligent but also possess high social awareness. 

 

Overall, this research makes significant contributions to 

understanding the role of education in building community awareness in 

Turkey. By highlighting Said Nursi's thought and contributions, this study 

opens space for further discussion on how Islamic education can serve as a 

tool for social reform. It is hoped that the results of this research can serve 

as a reference for future studies exploring the relationship between 

education, religion, and society. 

 

Thus, this research not only addresses the initial objective of 

exploring Said Nursi's contributions but also provides new perspectives on 

how Islamic education can adapt and contribute to addressing modern 
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challenges. Through a better understanding of Nursi's thought, it is hoped 

that Muslims can develop higher awareness of their social responsibilities 

and actively participate in building a better society. 
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