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The Hijab of Women and Its Impact on Family Life: An
Analytical Study

Abdulnaser Usofi
Abstract

Hijab is an innate matter for women and is required by their natural disposition
(fitrah). Its abolition under the pretext of civilization and modernity contradicts this
innate nature. The Quranic injunction for hijab, in addition to being innate, saves
women from degradation, humiliation, and moral captivity. Hijab represents trust
and love; for the happiness of family life endures through mutual trust, sincerity,
respect, and love between spouses. Conversely, immodesty and the absence of
hijab destroy that trust; disrupt that respect, and corrupt love. It is also a cause for
increased procreation because it is known that all desire higher birth rates.
However, the abandonment of hijab does not increase marriages but rather
significantly decreases them, as most young men, even if morally lax, desire a
chaste life partner and do not want her to be immodest and unveiled. Through the
elucidation of these concepts, it becomes apparent to us that the happiness of social
life depends on the happiness of family life, which constitutes society, and the
happiness of family life depends on mutual trust, respect, and love. These
aforementioned innate, life-affirming truths are only realized through
understanding human nature and applying natural laws, which are Islamic law,
represented in the guidance of the Prophet, peace be upon him, to spouses to
choose based on religious commitment and moral character, which are manifested
in covering with hijab and adorning oneself with chastity. This is because marital
happiness in this world and the hereafter is achieved and sustained through religion
and character, not through wealth, beauty, and lineage alone. Indeed, he who
chooses based on religious commitment has triumphed, for wealth and beauty will
fade, and they are great dangers to their possessor if not spent on good. The veiled,
committed woman seeks stability and marital life based also on mutual support,
love, and mercy, not on pride and superiority over the husband due to her wealth,
fame, lineage, or beauty.
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